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Each class visited the Mardi Gras stations, which included arts & crafts (left) and dancing (right). 

Mardi Gras Festival in Ryan Hall

Ph
ot

os
: 

R.
 H

ol
on

it
ch

Each classroom created a fl oat that 
fi lled the school’s stage.

          here is no better way to cel-
ebrate Mardi Gras than with a fes-
tival. On Fat Tuesday, also known 
as  March 1st, our school enjoyed a 
jam-packed event in Ryan Hall. Sta-
tions were created by our Special 
Subjects’ teachers that included arts 
and crafts, dancing, story time,  au-
thentic refreshments, and a religion 
lesson. To prepare for this special 
day, each classroom created a card-
board fl oat to decorate the stage. 
This was a spectacular event, en-
joyed by all. 
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Team: SJMS were excited to travel to Nashville for 
the AMS Convention this spring.

American Montessori Society Convention
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During our spring break, eleven staff  
members from SJMS ventured to 
Nashville, Tennessee to particpate 
in the American Montessori Society 

conference. At this event, they at-
tended interesting lectures, keynote 
speakers, and workshops. 

Down syndrome Day

North Market Lunch 
for Middle School

There are many tasty choices at 
North Market for our students to 

enjoy. 

As a great practical life experience, 
our Middle School students ven-
tured to the North Market for lunch. 
This is an opportunity for them to 
practice interacting with others, 
managing money, and walking to-
gether as a group. It is also an fan 
favorite activity for this level, since 
there are so many tasty options for 
the students to try. 
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Lower Elementary 1 enjoyed their tour of 
the Pizzuti Collection in the Short North. 

Pizzuti Collection Tour for 
Lower Elementary 1

On April 1, the students  
of Lower Elementary 
1 ventured to the Short 
North for a tour of the 
Pizzuti Collection, a 
museum dedicated to 
modern and contem-
porary art. Once their 
tour was complete, the 
group visited Goodale 
Park for lunch and out-
door playtime. It was a 
fun and enriching expe-
rience for the class.

On March 21, SJMS recognized 
World Down sydrome Day by 
wearing colorful socks. The #Lot-
sOfSocks Campaign was created 
by Down Syndrome International 
to bring awareness to Down syn-
drome.
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BGSU 
Honor Band

Community Service Learning Project
This year, we have partnered 
with our K-Kids Club and the 
Short North Kiwanis to develop 
a meaning service learning proj-
ect. Our goal was to collect items 
to help furnish rooms for families 
moving from unstable housing to 
permanent housing through The 
Homeless Families Foundation. 
Our school community collected 
materials for bedrooms, bath-
rooms, or the kitchen while The 
Short North Kiwanis Club joined 
us in providing the cleaning sup-
plies needed for the kitchen and 
bathroom kits. In addition to the 
collection, each classroom cre-
ated a child’s tie-blanket to be 
put into the Bedroom kit. This 
project aligns with our current 
accreditation goal of a deeper 

Congratulations go to ten tal-
ented SJMS musicans! These 
students were accepted itno 
the Bowling Green State Uni-
versity Middle School Honor 
Band. 

They will travel to Bowl-
ing Green, Ohio on May 2nd 
to participate in this special 
event. 

UE Student Spotlight

“Student Spotlight” display hangs 
in the upper hallway.

There are so many great things go-
ing on in each of our classrooms 
everyday. One way our Upper El-
ementary co-horts are sharing this 
good news is with a “Student Spot-
light” bulletin board in the upper 
hallway. 

This board showcases a nominated 
student with a photo and informa-
tion about their learning style. The 
co-horts have received great feed-
back about this display, and many 
additional students have now been 
nominated to be included. 

Our MIddle School students helped organize the materials by room.
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understanding of the Corpo-
ral works of mercy, particularly 
Shelter the Homeless. Once all 
the materials were collected, the 

7th and 8th years helped sort and 
pack up the materials to prepare 
them for donation.



Alumni News
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Class of 20091994 - 2001
Leah Finkelman

Class of 2005
Mark Schmidley Nikki (Dean) Schafer

Mark and Aislynn Schmidley wel-
comed twin babies on February 3rd. 

Danielle Kathleen arrived at 3:05am 
at 5lbs. 15oz and 19.25 inches long. 
Delilah Sara was born at 3:22am at 
6lbs. 1 oz. and 19.25 inches long. 
The entire family is doing well.

Class of 2011
Sidney Allen

Sidney Allen is a third year Cini-
cal Psychology doctoral student at 
the University of Indianapolis. She 
is providing psychotherapies and 
neuropsychological screeners at 
the Department of Veterans Aff airs. 
Her research focuses on the psycho-
logical well-being of black graduate 
students. She is also the co-founder 
and president of the Association of 
Black Psychologists on the univer-
sity campus.  

Leah Finkelman happily said “I 
Do!” when Rob Kagan popped the 
question on February 12. The cou-
ple resides in Brookline, Massachu-
setts, and are planning their nupitals 
for 2023. Leah works as an Engage-
ment Manager for teens at CJP: 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies.

Nikki and Ethan Schafer welcomed 
their new baby to the world on Feb-
ruary 15th. Josephine Mae arrived 
at 10:46am at 7lbs, 12oz. Mama and 
baby are both happy and healthy.

Class of 2019
Kyla Hammond

Kyla received the Silver Key Award from the Central Ohio Scholas-
tic Art Exhibition for her piece entitled, “Le Pigeon.” Kyla is a junior 
at The Wellington School. 


